1 This article is dedicated to Ludwig Koenen on his sixty-fifth birthday. I wish to thank C. A. Faraone, who helped llll improve this paper considerably by reading a preliminary draft and offering advice. I am also grateful to J. A. Dearman and D. Key for their help on a number of points, especially with regard to biblical and ancient Near Eastern materials. The translations of Greek and Latin texts are my own unless otherwise specified. two texts I have chosen the Hebrew word issar (io~). 4 The issar has a varied and complex history in biblical and post-biblical Hebrew usage. Similar to Ka.ta&oJlO~, the root meaning of the word group is "binding" or "constricting." That basic significance has diverse applications, one being the binding of oneself under a solemn obligation-a vow. 5 As such it is related to, and sometimes synonymous with, the more common word for vow, neder (i1l). When the two are distinguished, especially in the post-biblical language, neder means a vow to do, issar a vow not to do, that is, a vow of renunciation or abstinence. 6 This is not the place to engage in a lengthy discussion of the various forms of the issar in biblical and rabbinic literature. The form which will concern us is "I will not ... (e.g., eat or drink) until ... " In the following discussion I will first examine such abstention vows as they occur in two distinctive types, which I call "self-actualizing" and "agonistic." I will then analyze and compare similar cursing or ''binding" formulae in Greek erotic magic of the Roman and Byzantine periods.7 I begin with the Homeric passage to which I have already alluded.
